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cleansing flame is spontaneously ignited; such times
as when, for example, an unmarried woman first
realizes that she is to become a mother, or when a
young girl, discovered by her parents to be leading an
irregular life, is disowned by them and banished from
her home. The life of a man has similar moments,
inflamed by different circumstances. These are the
crucial times when the rescue worker should be at hand
to watch the flame as it consumes and resolves the
' erring thought, and after it has died down, to guide
the sufferer's mind in the moulding of a purer
conception.

In such moulding human effort may assist; the
alchemy is of God.

In attempting to cure a dangerous disease it is well
first to discover how far that disease has progressed, to
seek at the outset to learn the worst. When the
position has been exactly gauged it may be that those
symptoms of the patient which are the most alarming
from the spectacular point of view will receive scant
attention from the doctor in charge of the case. He
will concentrate on removing the prime causes of
disorder. The spectacular symptoms, although dis-
tressing in themselves, may then lose much of their
terror from the very fact that they are partially
ignored.

Similarly, in considering those problems and
diseased states of the social system which arise out of
the prevalence of sex-irregularity, we should attempt
first of all to dispose of the more sensational symptoms
and to relegate them to their proper place in order of
importance; we shall thus guard ourselves against
surprises and distractions, and put ourselves in a
better position to search for the root-causes of the
trouble we are seeking to eliminate.

Undoubtedly the most spectacular symptom of
moral disease in a community is the prostitute. The